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FROM THE VICARAGE
May 2017
Vocation and Ten days of Prayer
What do you feel your life is for? What do you see as your life’s purpose? Why did God create
you? Such questions sound deep and we may struggle to answer them. However, we have
already answered them! Our answer is revealed by how we choose to spend our time and
use our energies. Every activity we do is underlined by a reason. Ask yourself. Why have I
done .... and answer with ..Because .... Why did I visit Mr xx ..Because I care about him. Why
do I go to work ..Because I want to support my family and provide a nice home. Why do I do
voluntary work for a charity ..Because I support its aims and like to help them. Why am I
polite to people when they aren't ..Because I believe in treating people as I would like to be
treated by them. The questions and answers go on. Underlying all our actions are reasons
which are connected to how we think and what we believe.
As Christians we believe God is the giver of life, that all is created by him and that God desires
us to have a living relationship with Him. Our life in this world is but a journey of experiences,
a time for learning and growing Christ like, until we reach the end when we shall be received
into the closer presence of God.
Sunday 7th May is called Vocation Sunday. It is the day set aside for us all to reflect and pray
about what God is calling us to be and to do. The Archbishop of Canterbury has written ..
Our first calling is to live life in all its fullness and to represent Christ in the world.

Here is a weblink for further information about this day
www.vocation.churchofengland.org/vocations-sunday
Inside this magazine is an article about God's calling. Have a read and think about what God
is calling you to do and be for Him.
Later this month we shall mark Ascension Day, Thursday 25th May and, ten days later,
Pentecost, Sunday 4th June. The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have jointly written to
all parishes to invite us to share in prayer during these 10 days for the witness of Christians in
this country. They say -The aim is simple and threefold ...To join in prayer with the whole
family of God; To pray for the empowering of God the Holy Spirit; and That we may be effective
witnesses to God the Son, Jesus Christ. They have launched the initiative called Thy Kingdom
Come and at its heart is a commitment to corporate and individual prayer. This initiative is
shared by all denominations and is a worldwide wave of prayer. We are encouraged to use
the 10 days between Ascension Day and Pentecost, 25th May to 4th June, for prayer and for
this purpose books are being distributed with prayers and readings for each of the 10 days,
followed by a special service on Pentecost Sunday 4th June. To make this a special event for
us we have invited a small group of Christians from Germany who will join in the service at
All Saints Pocklington and the Preacher will be Revd Dr Horst Hoffman from Witten, Germany.
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(The sermon is in English). This marks our unity as Christians. We can learn from each other
about how we express our calling to live a Christian life in different contexts and cultures. Our
group from Germany is with us for the whole weekend and we look forward to welcoming
them and sharing together at Pentecost. I have known Horst and his family for over 25 years
and have worked closely with him and his parish, taking part in services and preaching in his
church in Germany.
There is a helpful weblink to Thy Kingdom Come which provides lots of useful resources and
information so that we can join with Christians everywhere for these special 10 days of
prayer......
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
http://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/281105/Home/Resources/Evangelisation/Thy_Kingdom_Co
me/Thy_Kingdom_Come.aspx
We are all called by God into His service and into a life of prayer. Let us join with Christians
worldwide this Pentecost and experience the transforming love and power of God. Geoff

VOCATION SUNDAY 7th May

What are you being called to do and be?

COMMON STATEMENT FROM ‘ALL ARE CALLED – Towards a theology of the laity’ (CIO
1985).
Because all human beings are made in the image of God, they are called to become the
People of God, the Church, servants and ministers and citizens of the Kingdom, a new
humanity in Jesus Christ. . God leaves everyone free to refuse this call; but the call is there
for all without exception.
The young are called; the elderly are called. There is no retirement from the Christian
pilgrimage. The beautiful are called, and also the unlovely. The sick are called as well as the
healthy and the energetic. Activists are called and also quiet people. We are called
regardless of our intellectual abilities or our formal education. We are called regardless of
our race or nationality or social class.
Women are called, and men are called. The poor are called, God ‘has no favourites’ and
equally calls to discipleship the rich and the comfortable.
We are all called no matter what our occupations may be. There is no special status in the
Kingdom for those in ‘top jobs’ or ‘important responsibilities’.
Nor does our calling – our vocation – depend on any kind of ordination. ...it certainly does
not indicate any special ‘grade’ of Christian, more holy than the laity. And for everybody,
bishops, priests and laity together, the great sacrament of our common calling is our
baptism, which signifies our glorious new life in Christ
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Pocklington Group of Churches Pastoral Team
The Pastoral Team is available to visit the bereaved, those who are ill, the housebound, or
anyone who would like someone to talk to .This is an important part of the Church’s
ministry and mission but we can only visit those we know about. So if you, or anyone you
know, would welcome a visit from a member of the church family, please contact us and we
will arrange for a member of the Pastoral Team to visit.

FLYING MAN FESTIVAL 2017
The 13th Flying Man Festival takes place Friday 5th May to Sunday 7th May at All Saints
Church Pocklington.
The weekend starts with a concert in church followed by 2 days of activities and exhibitions
and a silent auction:
Photography, red kites display boards, airfield display, tower ascents, birds of prey, cafe, quiz
evening, cake stall, lots of children’s activities, bouncy castle, bucking bronco, bungee
trampoline, carousel and lots more fun games.
A special highlight is the Flying Teddies on the Sunday. Do bring your teddy and gave him /
her a great day out too!!
The Flying Man Brochure is being widely distributed and details are on the various
community Facebooks
You can also find full details of the programme on the website. www.pockflyingman.org.uk
Geoff
This year’s 200 club is well under way with four monthly prizes of £25 and one quarterly
prize of £100 already paid out. I will be at the Flying Man festival so if you wish to join the
club or take out an additional number the cost will be just £8 which will take you up to the
end of 2017. This will benefit the Church and increase the fourth quarterly prize.
Julian 01759 306527

Kevin Warcup is providing me with a series of photographs of the Church
starting this month. Thank you Kevin.
Also if you would like to write a piece for the magazine I would be pleased to include it –it
could be about a town or church that you visited, a local event, a craft activity, hobby etc .
The Magazine is printed each month in the office. However it is also on the
Church's website to download (along with the bi-monthly Link)
www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org

The deadline for the June edition is Friday 19th May and should be emailed to:
davidcbrown5@hotmail. com
5

You

Our Lenten Meditation in April had a much lighter side to it as Revd. Rodney read various
extracts from some of the children’s books which could also relate to the Easter message.
We sang a few hymns as well as so it was more of an enjoyable afternoon .The last song we
sang was “Puff the Magic Dragon” which made everyone smile.
Thank you to everyone that made soup, bread, baked cakes and washed up during Lent and
to all who came and supported us by having lunch .We raised the magnificent total of £730
and this has now gone to our Diocesan Treasurer for distribution to MU Projects.
Please could we have cakes for the stall at the Flying Man Festival on Saturday 6th May.
Thank you.
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 6th June when the speaker will be the Archdeacon of York,
the Venerable Sarah Bullock. All are welcome to any of our meetings.
With many Blessings,
Josie Penter

As we continue our journey through Eastertide we are looking forward to celebrating
Ascension Day and Pentecost. The children love to see our red heart shaped balloons being
released over the church as we stand below and watch them disappear into the clouds.
This has become an annual feature now at Little Saints and some of the children will
witness this ‘ascension’ several times during their years with us. It’s lovely to think that
they may take this memory with them for a good few years to come and that it may prompt
them to ask their own questions and read more about Jesus’ story. Pentecost gives us the
opportunity to tell this dramatic story and act out the flames and the wind and the disciples
fear, awe and excitement. The children always respond well to a bit of drama!
Easter Sunday was a few weeks ago now but I want to share with you just how impressive
our little ones are and how much they know. We started the session by thinking about

what yummy treats we get to eat on Easter Sunday, and you may be pleased to hear that
this wasn’t the first thing the children thought about when we mentioned Easter. It took a
bit of prompting to get to their chocolate egg conclusion. Now we didn’t produce a
chocolate egg but had some ‘real’ Easter eggs instead – plastic eggs with a little treasure
inside. Each child took it in turn to take an egg from the Easter basket and open it to reveal
an image – a picture which would guide us through the Easter story from Palm Sunday all
the way to the Resurrection – simple images that worked alongside a short picture book so
that the children could join in with the story and tell us what they knew. The images are
shown in order (left to right) below and our craft activity involved colouring these images in
a strip and attaching them to the inside of a paper egg so it opened out into a visual story of
Easter with no text needed:

The children were fantastic at predicting each stage of the story from these images and had
a really good knowledge of the characters, places and events of Easter – and if they weren’t
quite sure then some interesting guesses were offered! These little ones never cease to
amaze me with their knowledge and interest of what are often very complex stories and
seem to get to the root of their meaning very quickly. We have some wonderful families
who are encouraging their children to learn and ask questions and who are instilling good
values into their childrens’ daily lives and experiences. I feel after a few years of this I’ll
have learnt quite a lot! And hopefully, all together, we’ll learn to live and experience that
‘new life’ which our Easter eggs remind us is so important.
Dear Lord,
Thank you for sending Jesus to us, that He died for us and that one day we will be with
Him in Heaven. Thank you for being alive today, to hear us and help us. Help us to want
to learn all about you. Amen
Kirsty
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* It can be very difficult to find books that tell the Easter story in an interesting yet
appropriate way for toddlers. I can recommend the board book ‘The Story of Easter’. Juliet
David/Steve Whitlow. Candle Books. ISBN 978-1-85985-174-6. It is available from Amazon
priced £3.99.

About being happy by Rodney Nicholson
MARCH 20 was International Happiness Day, supported by the Dalai Lama and others, with
various suggestions for happiness offered. God wants happiness, or joy, for his children,
and I recommend these three ingredients, although there are others.
First, we need appreciation, or to feel that we matter. Occasionally we undervalue
ourselves, or other people. Some people, for example, in making a phone call say, “It’s only
me” or “It’s only Freda - or Jack”, but we are never “only” anyone. We are made in God’s
image, the apple of his eye, loved since the beginning of time. We are valued and loved so
much that God gave his Son to die for us. So, as part of giving and receiving happiness, let’s
never demean ourselves or others. People visiting a drop-in centre or food bank will say
that to be spoken to kindly and be treated as people who really matter lifts their spirits
greatly. We crave for significance. “No one’s indispensable” can be a cruel saying. The world
may exist without us but that doesn’t take away our uniqueness. We each fill a special
place.
Second, happiness comes from achieving something of which we can be quietly
proud. Whether it’s completing a walk, writing a letter (or email), baking a cake, cheering
up a lonely person, raising a bit of money, taking some good photos, or whatever, we need
to achieve. Our creative God made us creative people. In his excellent book, “Simply Good
News”, Tom Wright, the former Bishop of Durham, says that our new, resurrection life will
not consist of lying around aimlessly but will include joyful creativity. Wholesome pleasures,
in which we have found fulfilment in this life, will surely be there for us in the next.
Some American and Australian prisoners have been used to train puppies as canine
partners, though the puppies go to a family for the weekend. The scheme has transformed
a number of prisoners because for the first time in their lives they have been given
responsibility. Their God-given need to be creative and achieve something is being fulfilled.
Third, having a spiritual dimension to our lives brings a special happiness. As
Augustine said, “You have made us for yourself and our hearts are restless till their find
their rest in you.” If Christians are not happy people, there’s something wrong. This of
course is not the same as flippancy or superficiality, and anyone with depth will be aware of
others’ pain, as well as at some time bearing pain themselves - of one kind or another. True
religion will, however, bring joy even when life is far from perfect. Hymn singing, worship
and Christian fellowship are all part of that spiritual element without which a vital
ingredient of happiness is missing. We have been likened to a three-legged stool. We have
a body, a mind and a spirit. Fulfilment, or happiness, includes giving play to that spiritual
part of us, for then we become truly alive.
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Enduring Love
He came to teach us, to teach about love,
Not only to teach us, but to show us how
To be a loving people serving him, the One above
Before whom every knee on earth and heaven must bow.
But oh, it’s so hard to love this way,
To turn my other cheek, to receive another blow.
And for who hate me I must ever pray,
And I must be clothed in love from top to toe,
Loving my enemy and doing good to him;
Acting justly, showing mercy, only doing what is good,
And forgive as I’m forgiven. But the chances seem slim
That I could love in this way, but I know that I should
For this is God’s command for us all to do.
But Jesus said more, “A new commandment I give,
That you love one another as I have loved you”
Lord, you have shown life –giving love, and forgive
Even me, the one who has much forgiving to do.
To love like you I must first come to the cross
And remember your giving out of love for us all:
That I too must live for others, no matter the cost,
For you gave your life out of love for us all
Gave yourself for our sins, for the sins of the world
And gave us new life with you through your sacrifice.
Lord, clothe me in your limitless love,
Such love which brings light to those in the dark.
Love which seeks no self-gain, but only good
For those you love .Please put into me that spark
Which shows to others the depth of your love,
Love which endures, that pours your peace
Into hearts that are fearful, hearts without hope.
For your world is full of doubt, pain and sorrow
Where people are broken, hungry, afraid,
Afraid for their children .Will there be a tomorrow?
Oh, may I not fail you, most gracious Lord.
Help me by your Spirit to love as you love,
Pouring that love into this world, and speaking your peace,
That all may come to love you, so that greed and war will cease.
Paddy
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supports those with nowhere to call home
It’s better to die in a refugee camp than to die in a war. It’s better to risk your children’s lives in a plastic
dinghy - and to leave everything you know behind – than to face the alternative. When the alternative is
terror, bombs and bullets, almost anything is better. This is the terrible choice facing tens of millions of
people worldwide - fleeing conflict and disaster, making dangerous journeys in search of safety.
Christian Aid Week was set up 60 years ago to work with refugees in Europe
following the Second World War. This year’s Christian Aid Week – May 14 to 20 – will support the
charity’s work among those who have nowhere to call home. Rodney Nicholson is organising the envelopes
in church. Keith Wilson is also helping with Christian Aid Week. Please help with delivering and collecting
envelopes from a street/road of your choice if you can. It isn’t always easy but it’s tremendously
worthwhile, raising money for God’s people who are refugees and destitute through no fault of their own.

Nejebar’s story

Nejebar doesn’t have a safe place to call home
Nejebar fled
Afghanistan with her family after the Taliban threatened to kill her husband, Noor, who was a teacher. It
wasn’t an idle threat - the Taliban first blinded, then murdered, another member of their family.‘The last
days and weeks in Afghanistan were the hardest,’ says Noor. ‘When I went to work, my heart was beating
harder. I didn’t know if my family were going to be alive when I got back.’
Nejebar’s family are stuck in Greece
When the family arrived at the refugee camp in Greece, they thought they would only stay for 10
days. But they’ve been there six months now and there’s no end in sight. The only protection they have
against the wind and rain is their tent. There’s no school for their children. Five-year-old Sudai, their
youngest, is ill, but Nejebar and Noor don’t know what’s wrong with him because they can’t communicate
with the camp’s doctor, who is Greek.
Nejebar’s hope for the future
Nejebar is the rock at the centre of her family, holding them together
throughout all this uncertainty. She has even welcomed Faraidoon and Farzad into the family, two brothers
who don’t know where their parents are, or if they’re even alive. ‘We still have some hope for our children’s
future,’ says Nejebar. ‘We only want a peaceful life. We want our children to go to school. The most
important thing is our children.’
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Now is the Time
These lines, which have gone the rounds of parish magazines, was quoted by Rodney
Nicholson in his sermon on 2 April. The point remains true.
If all the sleeping folk will wake up;
all the lukewarm folk will fire up;
all the crooked folk will straighten up;
all the depressed folk will cheer up;
all the gossip folk will shut up;
all the dry bones will shake up;
all the true believers will stand up;
all the church members will show up;
to honour him who was lifted up;
then we can have the world’s greatest revival.
Ladies Breakfast 22 April
On a cool spring morning 19 ladies enjoyed a smoked salmon or bacon breakfast at the
Burnby Hall café. After grace was said, the plates were soon filled and eating interspersed
with talking was the order of the day. Members came from our Church but Shelagh
represented Shiptonthorpe –it was Huggate last time. After the meal our own Joy Hadley –a
very talented artist –talked about Painting Prayers and showed us many of her paintings
and spoke about each one .After an inspiring and educational talk (which we could have
listened to her for longer) Dot gave a well-deserved vote of thanks.
The ladies left having enjoyed friendship and fellowship and with memories of Joy’s work some examples of which are below.

11

Being a creature is hard work by Rodney Nicholson
KATHLEEN and I were walking back from church in the dark one evening when we noticed a
toad in the grass by the roadside. I had seen a frog near our home the night before but we
decided that this was definitely a toad. It was walking away from the Market Weighton
beck, which seemed odd, but maybe it was heading for some pond. We concluded that
being a toad was a hard life, for the little creature’s progress through the longish grass was
slow and arduous.
A blackbird has built her nest in a bush near our back door. She has made an unwise
choice because the nest is only about four feet above the ground but fortunately next
door’s cat does not seem interested in climbing. The blackbird has a partner but he gave no
help at all in building the nest, although he sometimes brings her a bit of food while she sits
on the five eggs which she laid at the rate of one a day. A resident of William Wilberforce
care home told me that she once saw a blackbird make her nest in a similar place but then,
when a cat seemed interested, built another nest higher up, carrying the eggs in her beak
one by one up to their new home.
Nature is amazing. How on earth do these birds know how to construct a nest? They
choose their materials and make a firm sanctuary, using just their beaks. But it’s hard work
and a matter of survival. Only feet away, two wrens are also building a nest, much to the
blackbird’s displeasure – yes, here the male is not shirking his duties. So we’re going to
have two sets of chicks on the back lawn in a few weeks.
David Attenborough shows in his documentary films what a struggle God’s other
creatures have to survive. Nature is wonderful but also cruel, with hunting and killing one
another being the only means of eating. Some humans enjoy hunting and killing, not as a
means of survival but just for the fun of it. By contrast I knew a vicar who, on becoming a
Christian in his younger days, found that he lost his desire for shooting game. Maybe killing
in the animal world is all to do with sin. Has human sin spilled over into the whole of
creation, so that stalking and killing is a necessity? In Genesis 1 God gives the creatures
every green plant for food, whereas he gives humans every seed-bearing plant. So there is
no killing.
In the new, resurrection world we shall enjoy total harmony, so that the blackbird
need not fly away when a human comes near, animals will no longer kill each other, and a
child can safely put his hand into the viper’s nest (Isaiah 11). And no one will venture out
with a gun because there won’t be any instruments of war.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------St Ethelburga's Church, Great Givendale are having a Pimms evening
On Saturday 1st July 17.30 till 20.30 hrs with
Matt and Clare Brash at Givendale House .£5 to include first glass of Pimms
Come and admire the garden and views –stalls to include a wine bottle stall.
Joe Goodhart
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May services in the Pocklington Group of Churches
Burnby
7th
Great Givendale
14th
28th
Hayton
7th
21st
Huggate
7th
14th
21st
28th
Londesborough
7th
14th
28th
Millington
14th
28th
Nunburnholme
7th
21st

9.15 am

Family Service (CW)

6.00 pm
9.15 am

Evening Prayer (BCP)
Holy Communion (BCP)

9.15 am
9.15 am

Holy Communion (CW)
Morning Prayer (CW)

9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am

All Age Worship
Morning Prayer (CW)
Holy Communion (CW)
Morning Prayer (CW)

10.45 am
10.45 am
10.45 am

Morning Prayer (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)
Morning Prayer (CW)

9.15 am
9.15 am

Holy Communion (CW)
Morning Prayer (CW)

10.45 am
10.45 am

All Age Worship
Family Communion (CW)

Pocklington
7th
7th
14th
14th
21st
21st
28th
28th

8.00 am
9.30 am
10.45 am
4.00 pm
8.00 am
10.45 am
10.45 am
4.00 pm

Holy Communion (BCP)
Special –Flying Man Weekend
Sung Eucharist (CW) -Guest
Evening Prayer (BCP)
Holy Communion (BCP)
Sung Eucharist (CW)
Sung Eucharist (CW) Baptism follows
Evening Prayer (BCP)

Shiptonthorpe
7th
14th
21st
28th

10.45 am
10.45 am
10.45 am
10.45 am

Holy Communion (BCP)
All Age Worship
Morning Prayer (BCP)
Family Communion (CW)
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PARISH REGISTERS
We have welcomed into the Christian Family through Baptism:
26th March

James Angus Beevers

(Pocklington)

26th March

Wilfred Matthew Pimm

(Pocklington)

2nd April

Evie Grace Rycroft

(Shiptonthorpe)

2nd April

Sophia Jayne Rycroft

(Shiptonthorpe)

We have united in Marriage through the love of God:

We have commended to God’s sure keeping with thanksgiving:
21st March

Ann Westerdale

24th March

George Michael Stubbins (Mike)

(Pocklington)

11th April

Anne Elizabeth Allison

(Pocklington)

12th April

Blanche Monica Burley

(Pocklington)

19th April

William Stanley Hardy (Billy)

(Pocklington)

20th April

Gwendoline Mary Suddaby

20th April

Keith Richard White

(Pocklington)

21st April

Harold Edward Jack Carter

(Pocklington)

(Nunburnholme)
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(Huggate)

PASTORAL SERVICES
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
To enquire about arrangements for these services
Please call at the Parish Office in the Church or phone 01759 306045
Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1 pm
Scale of fees and charges for 2017
Baptisms
There is no fee for a service of Baptism
Certificate of Baptism, if required.

£13.00

Weddings
Publication of Banns.
Certificate of Banns, if required.
Marriage Service.
Certificate of Marriage at registration.
Verger
Organist
Bells
Heating

£28.00
£13.00
£424.00
£4.00
£32.00
£80.00
£80.00
£55.00

Please note that an additional charge will be made if extra facilities are required.
We regret that it is not always possible to come back into the Church for additional
photographs after the service.

Funerals
Funeral service in Church, Cemetery or Crematorium
Verger
Organist
Heating
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£182.00
£32.00
£80.00
£55.00

A Prayer for the life of our Parishes and Churches
O God ,make the door of this church wide enough to receive all who need human love and
fellowship; narrow enough to shut out envy ,pride and strife. Make its threshold smooth
enough to be no stumbling block for children, nor to straying feet, but rugged and strong to
turn back the tempter’s power. God make the doorway of this house the entrance to your
eternal kingdom. Amen

Parish Church of All Saints, Pocklington
Church office 01759 306045
Office @allsaintspock.plus.com

Electoral Roll Officer

David Brown

305521

Flower Team Contact

Ann Theakston

302731

Little Saints Leader

Kirsty Brooks

307453

Magazine Editor

David Brown

305521

Rowena Protheroe

304984

Mothers Union Secretary

Josie Penter

303062

Organist and Choirmaster

Michael Cooper

305929

Parish Administrator

Marilyn Hollingsworth

306045

Pastoral Coordinator

Bronnie Broadhurst

307479

Magazine Distribution

PCC Secretary

Sue Currier

0740 1133219

Planned Giving /Gift Aid

Sue Currier

0740 1133219

Treasurer

David Brown

305521

Ian Ryder

318640

Verger

For all Church and Meeting Room bookings
Contact the Parish Administrator at the Church Office Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1pm
For more information about the Church, please visit our website
www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org
www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk
www. pockflyingman.org.uk
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