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Sensible Silly 
Significant Gifts 

If Jesus had been born 
in 2020 then maybe 
milk, pasta and loo rolls 
would be sensible gifts.  
Maybe you think gold, 
frankincense and myrrh 
were silly gifts for a 
babe who was born in a 
barn, didnõt need riches 
and died a criminals 

death on a cross.  But actually, they were very significant.  Dating back a long, 
long time gold signified kingship on earth, Frankincense is a symbol of holiness 
and righteousness, and myrrh was used to treat wounds and would have  

symbolised Jesus eventual death on a cross for you and me.   

So, were the gifts of the wise men sensible, silly or significant? 

Christmas is traditionally a time for giving and receiving gifts.   
I hope we are all able to give and receive gifts this year.  But if not, donõt  
despair because the best gift to have is Jesus,  
and the best gift we can give is to trust him. 

May we all have a happy, peaceful 
and meaningful Christmas 
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Mrs Freda Bailey 
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Home Visits  
The Pastoral Team are always pleased to visit at home and if desired to bring Home  
Communion.  If you would welcome a visit or if someone you know would, then please do let us 
know, as we regard it as an important part of our ministry.  Initially please contact the Pastoral 
Team Coordinator who will then make the arrangements.   

Matt 1;23  Look!  The virgin will conceive and 
give birth to a son, and they will call him  
Immanuelò

]
 (which means ñGod with usò).  
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Awesome 
 

There is a lot of pressure on church 
leaders at the moment to say ï to 
quote The LEGO Movie ïthat 

óEverything is awesome!ô   
Our bishops 
and others 
in the  
hierarchy 

are constantly emphasizing all the great 
things churches have done to adapt to the 
current situation. There are a number of  
people who work at the intersection of  
theology and digital culture who are pointing 
to this new online worship world as the future 
of the church. And óvirtual churchô is  
supposed to be the secret that unlocks the 
mystery of how to get young people into 
church. 
 
But you wonôt hear me saying that óeverything is awesomeô.  
While I do think that some of the technology we have at the moment is 
a gift, and Iôm glad that weôve been able to keep connected in creative 
ways, that is only one side of the story.  On the last Sunday before the  
current lockdown, I met someone in tears, so fed up and frustrated that 
we couldnôt sing together or speak with our friends.  Yesterday, walking 
through town, I met someone else who told me how lonely they were.                
I myself so often feel frustrated at how difficult it has been to meet  
people and do all the ordinary stuff a new vicar would do when they  
arrive.  And as I write this, I have just read some headlines suggesting 
that the current lockdown will be extended.  
 

No, everything is not awesome. 
 
That is a depressing note to begin on, I know.  But that sense of  

longing for something better perhaps helps 
us identify with the season weôre moving 
into: Advent.  The season of Advent calls us 
to look back to the time before the birth of 
Jesus, when Godôs people longed for a 
Saviour, someone who would set them free 
from all the difficulties and sufferings they 
faced in the world.  At the same time, it 
calls us to look forward with the same long-
ing and hope ï to look forward to Jesusô  
return, when he will make all things new. 
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We in the West are not very good at observing 
Advent.  We, by and large, live comfortable, 
settled lives, in many cases wanting for nothing.  
We donôt need to look forward in longing and 
hope, because weôve got everything we need.  
 
Perhaps that will be different this year. If there 
has been a year in our collective memory that 
has taught us over and over again that every-
thing is not awesome, it is this one. We know 
more than ever that the world is broken and in 
need of rescue. We know more than ever that 

we canôt save it ourselves.   
We need a Saviour. 
 
We wonôt have a ónormalô Christmas this year.  But maybe that will help us to  
celebrate the good news of Christmas all the more ï to know that God, in his love 
for us and for his world, has come to earth himself to deal with all that is wrong, and 
to set us free from it.  He has not let the powers of sin and death have the final 
word.  And maybe all of this will help to renew our hope as we look forward, to long 
for that day when Jesus comes again to make all things new.     Jake 
 

Everything is not awesome.  
But because of Jesus, 

one day everything will be awesome. 
****************** 

Our God is an awesome God, he reigns from heaven above 
with wisdom, power and love 

He came from heaven above to be born as a baby and grow up to give His life on 
the crossðfor us.  Why?  Because   

Our God is an awesome God 
and He loves us! 

 
For this is how God 
loves the world: He 
gave his one and only 
Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him will 
not perish but have 
eternal life. 
John 3:16  NLT 

 
Do you believe? 

Are you on the Way? 
Freda 
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News from Londesborough 
ōȅ wƻŘƴŜȅ bƛŎƘƻƭǎƻƴ 

 

Mrs Barbara Ashwin  

We were sorry to hear of the death of Mrs 
Barbara Ashwin (94), of Londesborough 
Park, on September 20

th
 after a short  

illness.  A caring and wise woman, Mrs 
Ashwin gave tirelessly of herself for the 
well-being of the village and the church 
over a great many years, practising many 
acts of kindness -  usually behind the scenes.  A good listener, she was 
blessed with a sense of humour and also a breadth of mind.  She will be 
greatly missed but we give thanks for her life. 

Her funeral and thanksgiving service was held in All Saints church on Friday 
9
th
 October, sensitively conducted by the Revd Shelagh Jones, at which Mr 

Christopher Oughtred gave a masterly address.  Only a small number could 
attend but the sound was relayed outside. Mrs Ashwinôs  
ashes will be interred in the churchyard on a future occasion. 

 

A renewed PCC  Following the annual meeting just before Lockdown 2 on 2
nd
 

November, two new members of the PCC were appointed:  Julie Dunning and Ju-
lie Dickinson-Shaw. They have already made a significant contribution by 
suggesting a number of ideas for fundraising, some of which were mentioned by 
themselves or others at the annual meeting. The meeting also heard that some 
generous donations had been received for church funds. 

Carol service  The Revd Dr Jake Belder will lead our carol 
service on Sunday 20

th
 December at 3pm.  We accept that 

we cannot have the usual singing but we shall hear  
Christmas music played by Tamsin on the organ.  The idea of 
involvement by some of the local children is being explored. 

 

Envelope for The Childrenôs Society 

As is traditional, we give the carol service collection to The 
Childrenôs Society. A gift  
envelope comes with this 
copy of The Link, but  

alternatively money may simply be placed on the 
plate in church.  The Childrenôs Society does vital 
work with children and young people but, in  
common with other charities, their income has  
severely fallen this year.  Christingle and carol 
services are a major source of their income, which 
cannot be held in the usual way this year.  
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Snowdrop Sundays 

We hope to hold the two Snowdrop Sundays on 14
th
 and 

21
st
 February, although we wait to see if they can take 

the usual form. We may serve takeaway drinks but more 
details will appear in the next issue of The  
 

 
This window was spotted 

 in  
Londesborough 

Well done Harper and Ada.  Mrs Ashwin would have 
been very proud of you.  The Royal British Legion was 
just one of the many charities that she supported.  Over 
the years Mrs A must have covered many miles as she 
sold poppies around the village, whatever the weather. 
A wonderful example for us all to aspire to. 
 
 

News from Burnby 
 
We were pleased to welcome our new priest-in-
charge, Revd Dr Jake Belder, to lead our Harvest 
Service in October. It was lovely to meet Jake and 
we hope he and his family are settling in well. Our 
All Age Family Service in November was led by 
Bronnie. It was nice to be able to worship together 
again, even at a distance! 
 
Unfortunately, St Giles is once again only open for 
private prayer and funerals. To arrange for the church to be opened for private 
prayer, please contact Julia or Chris Soukup on 01759 306154 / 07774 898796. 
We will let you know when we are open fully again through the Burnby News e-
newsletter and Burnby Chat WhatsApp group.  
 
We continue to appreciate Bronnie's short acts of worship on Burnby Chat on a 
Sunday morning and are grateful to everyone in the village for their real sense of 
community spirit and random acts of kindness during these uncertain times. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to send you our love and best wishes for 
what will be a very different Christmas and New Year for us this year. 
 
We hope you all stay safe and well and look forward to welcoming you back to St 
Giles when we feel it is safe to do so.  
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Hayton Church has made he 
decision that, due to Covid 19 there 

will be  
no services during December. 

Church services will resume when it is 
deemed safe to do so.  Meanwhile it is 
hoped that you will have a peaceful 

Christmas, remember  
The Reason for the Season 
And a Happy New Year 

 

Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth 
with whom God is pleased.  Luke 2:14 

 

 

 

Such a shameñnot one entryñI had to eat them all!  X Freda 

 

Donõt worry children, 
weõve all heard of  
Fake News! 


