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THE POCKLINGTON GROUP OF PARISHES
The Combined Benefices of Pocklington Wold and Londesborough Wold
Ministry Team
Clergy
Vacancy-Vicar
with welcome assistance from the following retired clergy who have the
Archbishop’s Permission to Officiate (PTO)
Revd Shelagh Jones
01430 871612
Revd Les Slow
303888
Revd Tony Burdon
304290
Revd Pam Burdon
304290
Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson
01430 650271
Readers
Mr Mike Bailey
01430 873318
Mrs Bronnie Broadhurst
307479
Mr David Rumbelow
306056
Mr Brian Snelson
302206
Mrs Pam Dean
303278
Mrs Barbara Myerscough (in training) 303331
Mrs Annie Harrison (in training) 01377 288070
Recognised Parish Assistants

W = Worship

Dr Brian James
Mrs Joy Hadley
Mrs Annie Harrison
Mrs Freda Bailey
Mrs Lyn Stanton

W
W/P
W
W/P
P

01377 288148
306655
01377 288070
01430 873318
302073

P= Pastoral

Pastoral Team:
Coordinator: Mrs Bronnie Broadhurst tel 307479
Mrs Lyn Stanton, Mr David Rumbelow, Mrs Joy Hadley, Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson
Revd Shelagh Jones, Mrs Pam Dean
Parish Visitors:
Pat Herbert, Sheila Waller, Annie Harrison, Louis Taylor, Frankie Taylor, Peter Brooke
Group Safeguarding Representative: Revd Les Slow 303888
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Pocklington Deanery Synod Representatives:
Bronnie Broadhurst
Members of the Pocklington Parochial Church Council:
Hilary Slow, David Brown, Ian Ryder, Julie Ryder, Sue Currier, Louis Taylor, John Douglas,
Kath Gilbank, Lyn Stanton, Carol Taylor, Karen Hoop

Pocklington Group of Churches Pastoral Team
The Pastoral Team is available to visit the bereaved, those who are ill, the housebound, or
anyone who would like someone to talk to .This is an important part of the Church’s
ministry and mission but we can only visit those we know about. So if you, or anyone you
know, would welcome a visit from a member of the church family, please contact us and we
will arrange for a member of the Pastoral Team to visit.
Church Wardens:
St Giles, Burnby

Mr C Soukup
Mr J Hewitt

306154
302622

St Ethelburga, Gt Givendale

Mr J Goodhart
Mrs M Stephens

St Martin, Hayton

Mrs E Thackray

St Mary, Huggate

Mrs R Braithwaite
Mrs S Dale

01377 288422
01377 288233

All Saints, Londesborough

Mrs J Fletcher

01430 873554

St Margaret, Millington

Mrs S Sheard

304783

St James, Nunburnholme

Dr A Henworth

302156

All Saints, Pocklington

Mr N Laws
Mrs H Slow

304307
303888

All Saints, Shiptonthorpe

Mr S Jones
Mrs F Bailey
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368817
01262 678153
304317

01430 871612
01430 873318

Enjoy Advent by Rodney Nicholson
It is excellent that Advent begins with the Pocklington Singers’ presentation of “The
Messiah” on December 1st. What better way could there be for getting our hearts in tune
with this season of anticipation than by absorbing Handel’s glorious music in harmony with
Isaiah’s immortal poetry! We change gear, but only slightly, as we sing more great words
and draw near to Christ the Messiah at the Advent Family Communion and Christingle the
following morning.
Christmas is in the air. You can hardly avoid it in many shops – and who would blame
those retailers? Kathleen and I record all the television programmes we watch – we see
nothing live – which means we skip the adverts if we’re viewing an ITV broadcast. Once or
twice, though, lately I have deliberately watched the adverts and realised that from early
November, I guess, Christmas is pushed. When it comes to families, we have probably
decided by now where we’re going, or who’s coming to us on Christmas Day.
At church we need to have the rotas for Christmas done by November or earlier. I do
a little speaking for The Children’s Society at Christingle services. This year I’ll be at Hessle,
Pickering and Osbaldwick. We’re having our deanery clergy quiet morning (currently a small
group!), joined by two Readers at Wydale Hall on December 6th (St Nicholas Day, as it
happens). And I’ve just got my invitation to Christmas lunch at Warter School the following
week. That said, I want to postpone Christmas for two or three weeks and enjoy Advent.
Christmas focuses on the infant Jesus; Advent on the glorious, returning Christ.
“Away in a manger” is sweet; “Lo, he comes with clouds descending” is soul-stirring. “Every
eye shall then behold him, robed in dreadful majesty,” as Charles Wesley’s hymn continues.
We must avoid hurrying to Christmas and so bypassing the majesty of Advent. “Are you
ready for Christmas?” “I hope not – I haven’t experienced Advent yet.
Looking on the internet, I see that we are spoilt for choice with Advent calendars. If
Beauty is your thing, there’s a Lookfantastic calendar at £79 or an Elemis 25 Days of Beauty
for £150. Drinkers, on the other hand, might opt for a Beer Hawk Advent calendar (£49.95),
a Prosecco and Champagne version (£124.99) or a Whisky alternative (£249.99). If we stick
to chocolate, there’s a fair trade option: Divine dark chocolate Advent calendar for £5. They
are a long way from the traditional Advent calendars with biblical or Christian pictures,
looking forward to the birth of Christ at Bethlehem, but at least the Divine chocolate comes
in the right spirit.
Advent, then, invites us to prepare for Christmas by reading, or hearing read, the
unfolding story in the Old Testament. This tells of God preparing his people for the day
when he would come to earth personally in his Son Jesus Christ. It also looks forward to the
time when Christ will come again to bring in the new heaven and the new earth
Yours in Christ

Rodney Nicholson

Journeys into Prayer
December 2018
Dear Friends,
December is taken up mostly by the wonderful Advent season and then, just as the days are
at their darkest, we come to Christmas!
This month we would like to take you back in time and begin with some very ancient words
attributed to St. Andrew of Crete (c. 660-740). He wrote these words:
‘The one who is present everywhere and fills everything is coming. He is coming to fulfil
among you the salvation offered to all. Welcome him who welcomed everything that
pertains to our human nature.’
As we prepare to welcome our Lord and Saviour afresh into our hearts and lives, we would
like to invite you spend some quiet moments of prayer amidst all the rush of our hectic
lives. We offer you some Bible verses to help in your stillness. They contain wonderful
promises of hope and encouragement, needed by us all in these uncertain days. You may
like to read them, just one each day as you have time, and then sit in silence and reflect on
them, allowing God to come to you in whatever way you need. All the Bible verses are from
the Old Testament prophets, some of them are famous verses, others are less well known.
Here are our suggestions:
Isaiah 9:7 Promises of peace and justice
Jeremiah 29: 11-13 God’s plans for us.
Ezekiel 37: 9-10 Life in the midst of death.
Daniel 6: 26-27 The indestructible kingdom of the living God.
Hosea 6: 1-3 Wonderful promises of healing and new life.
Amos 5: 23-24 A call to live in just and right ways.
Habakkuk 3: 17-19 Joy in God in the midst of trouble.
This is not a complete list of all the Old Testament prophets, but these certainly speak to us
in this Advent season. There are three more whom we would like to bring to you in more
detail. We find ourselves with three sermons to prepare for Advent in All Saints,
Pocklington and we would like to use these times by looking with you at the three Old
Testament readings for those Sundays – extracts from the prophecies of Malachi,
Zephaniah and Micah. These are wonderful, timeless words which speak powerfully to us
today.
One final thought…as you wrap your presents this year, why not pray a prayer for each
person as you wrap their gift!
With our best wishes for Advent and Christmas,
Pam and Tony
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Prayer during the vacancy
Ever since last June we have been meeting to pray short simple prayers for our group of
churches at this time. We will continue for the winter months meeting in All Saints,
Pocklington every Tuesday at midday BUT NOT ON CHRISTMAS DAY OR NEW YEAR’S DAY!!!
After this short festive interlude we will begin again on Saturday January 5th. Instead of a
Prayer Breakfast we plan to make the New Year special by having a Prayer Lunch. This will
be at midday, following on from the Saturday morning coffee. If you plan to come, you may
like to bring a contribution and we will share whatever is brought! You are all most
welcome. Let’s begin the new year with some prayer together.
We will also be holding our December Prayer Breakfast on Saturday December 1st in the
meeting room at 8.30 am.
Please speak to us if you have any questions.
Tony and Pam

At our meeting in November we had a discussion on the influence of the media. Members
brought along reports from the papers which they thought worth discussing. The afternoon
turned out to be very interesting and informative as well as enjoyable.
On Tuesday, 4th December there is an Advent Service in Church at 2pm. This will be led by
Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson and the preacher will be the Venerable John Hawley, a
former Archdeacon of Blackburn. Before that he was Vicar of Dewsbury. John Hawley is a
fine preacher and all are most welcome to this event
This is open to everyone and there will be light refreshments afterwards. There will also be
a table selling things for Christmas.
A very Happy Christmas to everyone.
With many Blessings
Josie Penter

The deadline for the January edition is Friday 14th December and copy should
be emailed to: davidcbrown5@hotmail.com
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Scout/BHF carol service by Rodney Nicholson
The ever-popular Scouts/British Heart Foundation carol service takes place in All Saints,
Pocklington on Friday 14th December at 6.30pm. As before, the well-loved carols will be
enhanced by Alexis Jagger of Pocklington School singing two solos and by a choice of
appropriate readings. Michael Cooper will delight us with his inimitable musical Christmas
quiz. We shall hear a little of the excellent work of the BHF, for which many people have
cause for real gratitude. And all this is rounded off by mince pies and hot mulled wine or
juice. The retiring collection is shared between the church and the BHF.
Last year a couple from well outside the area just happened to come to the service
and said the following day what a highlight it had been. Book it in your diary now!
Archbishop “not” retiring
The Archbishop of York is reported as retiring. He retires in 2020, whereas it was thought
he might retire next year. It is truer, therefore, to say that he is not retiring until then. He is
keen to evangelise and lead more missions, which it is wonderful for an archbishop to be
doing. A member of the Minster congregation told me earlier in the year that someone had
said to her, “We don’t have bishops and archbishops like we used to.” My answer is (and
she agreed with me), “How many archbishops and bishops in the past went on a mission to
other dioceses, preaching the Good News of Christ?” Archbishop Sentamu has a passion for
evangelism and, in that regard, is walking in the path of the apostles. Carlisle, Durham,
Newcastle, Blackburn and Sheffield diocese have all received a mission visit from Sentamu
with a supporting team of bishops and other Christians.
Custody in the 21st Century
The Ladies Breakfast on Saturday 24th November, at the Lilypad Cafe Burnby Hall Gardens
was addressed by Alison Watson who now works at HMP Humber and is also one of the
Brownies leaders here at All Saints. Starting on the graduate scheme she has worked in
prisons at Doncaster, Manchester, Lancaster, Wetherby and Hull. Alison gave a fascinating
insight into her role in the prison and how the problems inside reflect those on the outside
such as drugs and violence. There are a number of different denominations of clergy who
visit the prison on a regular basis. Since 2012 staffing reductions have caused additional
issues within the prison service but are now being addressed. The footprint of HMP Humber
is about twice the size of Burnby Gardens.
The vote of thanks was given by Chris Ramsden
Mae Brown
Family communion and Christingle service Sunday 2nd Dec at 10.45am.
Come along to our workshop at 9.45am to help make the Christingles.
Many thanks

Kirsty
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FLOWER FUND APPEAL
As the flower fund has become somewhat depleted over the past twelve months and with
Christmas almost upon us we are appealing to your generosity in asking that you might donate
to such in order that we may continue to decorate for festivals.
A “Piggy Bank” will be left at the back of church during Advent or you may leave a donation at
the Church Office.
Thank you – The Flower Team

Gifts of Love
Kings bring gifts to Him,
This Child in cattle- manger sleeping.
Shepherds adore Him, their crooks laid down Wood crossed over wood.
So that angels now those flocks are keeping
While the shepherds worship our holy Lord.
We bring gifts to Him, this Holy Child, our Saviour,
Gifts of love - our hearts, ourselves, our worship.
No wooden crooks laid down, no frankincense , no gold,
But repentant sinners simply kneeling
With angels round about us, ever praising
This little One, this Child, our Redeemer King.
Christmas gifts we give bring to each other,
We dress the tree, make merry. Lights are lit,
Lights shining brightly, yet O so much dimmer
Than the light of Him, whose holy light
Even now from that humble manger shines.
O Christ our Lord, our King, our living Saviour
May your gifts of love and light eternal
Shine in our hearts and souls this Christmas time.
And may Your precious gift of peace so freely offered
Bring unending thanks to swell the heavens
With everlasting hymns of praise.
Paddy
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POCKLINGTON SINGERS PERFORM HANDEL’S MESSIAH
POCKLINGTON SINGERS are performing Handel’s Messiah on Saturday 1st December
7.30pm at Pocklington Church.
Messiah was first performed in 1742 in Dublin then a year later in London. Receiving a
modest public reception at first, it has gained in popularity to become one of the best
known and most frequently performed choral works in Western music, usually performed
at Christmas and Easter.
Michael Cooper, musical director, will be conducting the Singers and the four soloists, Ann
Roberts- Soprano, Lamorna Nieuwold- Alto, Robert Peel- Tenor and Peter Cooper – Bass.
Robert Poyser, of Beverley Minster will provide Organ accompaniment.
Tickets are £10 adults and £1 for under 18s. Available from the Church Office, Readwell and
Wright, Pocklington Music Shop

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
All Saints Church – Pocklington
“Come and see a wonderful display of 20 trees decorated by Local Groups”

Saturday 1st Dec – Sunday 9th Dec
Opens 9am to 4pm

Sat 1st Dec - Coffee Morning
10am – 12noon
Sun 9th – Carols with the Mayor at 2pm
Free Admission
In aid of the Mayor’s Charities: Mires Beck Nursery and Wolds Wonders Theatre
Group and also for All Saints Church.
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Gambling: bane or blessing? by Rodney Nicholson
Denise
Coates (51), the chief executive of an on-line betting company, earns £265 million a year.
“Obscene”, we may say, “that such a high salary should come from other people’s sickness
and addiction.” Ms Coates, however, is doing nothing wrong and indeed pays £90m in
income tax. From the profits of her company, Bet365, which she founded in 2000, she set
up the Bet365 Foundation six years ago which has given £100m to charities at home and
abroad. Oxfam, Cafod, typhoon victims in the Philippines and a local college helping
vulnerable young people have all received generous grants. Denise and her husband,
Richard Smith, adopted four children from the same family five years ago. To many people,
therefore, her betting company has been a blessing and, no doubt, a life saver.
At the same time, on-line betting must be viewed as a bane and a curse. It cannot be
healthy for people to seclude themselves in front of their computer and squander money
that they can ill afford to lose. Bet365 recognises the problem and indeed donates money
to the treatment of addicted gamblers. Last year, however, the amount donated from the
entire gambling industry roughly equalled 1/22nd of Ms Coates’s salary. He or she must be a
sad or desperate or greedy person who throws money away on on-line gambling. It can
hardly be viewed as a wise and wholesome activity. So, in spite of generous donations, the
gambling industry lays itself open to the charge of trading on people’s folly and causing
misery to thousands.
Nearly thirty years ago the Church Urban Fund was launched to finance church-based
projects in inner city and deprived areas. In Blackburn diocese we set ourselves the target
of raising £750,000 over four years, plus another £250,000 to be spent locally. Every
deanery and parish had a target, and one day in 1994 or1995 we had a great service in the
Cathedral to celebrate the completion of the appeal. Just as an aside, our deanery action
group agreed from the start that there would be no raffles or gambling activities as these
would conflict with the policy of one or two churches. One mellows or softens with the
years and, today, I don’t have a problem with an “innocent raffle”, as it’s hard to see
anyone being corrupted by buying a £1 ticket the Christmas fair.
But what about the National Lottery? I have never bought a ticket in my life because I
don’t like losing money. Yes, 28p in the £1 goes to charity but I want my entire £1 to go to a
charity of my choosing. I give to specific charities, not “charity” in general. At the same
time, one my previous parishes benefited from a Lottery grant, just as some churches today
are greatly helped by such funding. And well done, those applicants, who must work
extremely hard to have any hope of winning a grant. The Lottery, therefore, certainly brings
blessing. It also leads many poorer people to spend money, which they simply cannot
afford, in the vain hope that they might win and have all their problems solved.
“If I win the Lottery, I’ll give you some money for the church”. How often has that
been said to me! My unspoken reply is, “That’ll be the day. I’d rather have just £10 now.”
Gambling is based on desire and uncertainty. As Christians, our desire is to please
God and so find fulfilment of life. Of course we live with uncertainty but we have the
certainty of knowing we are loved by God who, in the words of the prophet Jeremiah, gives
us “a future and a hope”
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At the last men’s breakfast Julian gave us a talk on Family History and read a poem to
challenge and amuse us

My own Grandpa
Many, many years ago when I was twenty-three, I got
married to a widow who was pretty as could be.
This widow had a grown-up daughter, who had hair of red.
My father fell in love with her, and soon the two were wed.
This made my dad my son-in-law, and changed my very life.
My daughter was my mother, for she was my father's wife.
To complicate the matters more, although it brought me joy,
I soon became the father of a bouncing baby boy.
My little baby then became, a brother-in-law to Dad,
and so became my uncle, though it made me very sad.
For if he was my uncle, then that also made him brother
to the widow's grown-up daughter, who of course was my step-mother.
Father's wife then had a son, who kept them on the run,
and he became my grandson, for he was my daughter's son.
My wife is now my mother's mother and it makes me blue,
because, although she is my wife, she is my grandmother too.
If my wife is my grandmother, then I am her grandchild
and every time I think of it, it simply drives me wild.
For now I have become, the strangest case you ever saw,
As the husband of my grandmother, I am my own grandpa!
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December Services in the Pocklington Group of Churches
Burnby
2nd December
21st

9.15 am
7.30 pm

Family Communion (CW)
Special –Carol Service

Great Givendale
9th December
16th
24th

11.00 am
9.15 am
7.00pm

Special -Nativity
Holy Communion (BCP)
Special –Carol Service

Hayton
2nd December
8th
25th

9.15 am
5.00 pm
9.15 am

Holy Communion (CW)
Special –Carol Service
Holy Communion (CW)

Huggate
2nd December
9th
16th
23rd
24th

9.15 am
9.15 am
9.15 am
4.00 pm
6.00 pm

All Age Worship
Morning Prayer (CW)
Holy Communion (CW)
Special –Christingle
Holy Communion (CW)

Londesborough
2nd December
9th
23rd

10.00 am
10.45 am
4.00 pm

Morning Prayer (BCP)
Holy Communion (BCP)
Special –Carol Service

Millington
9th December
16th
25th

9.15 am
4.00 pm
9.15 am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Special –Carol Service led by the Methodists
Holy Communion (CW)

Nunburnholme
2nd December
16th
24th

10.45 am
3.00 pm
7.00 pm

Family Communion (CW)
Special –Carols and Nativity
Holy Communion (CW)
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December Services in the Pocklington Group of Churches
Pocklington
2nd December
2nd
9th
9th
14th
16th
16th
16th
23rd
24th
24th
25th
30th

8.00 am
10.45 am
9.45 am
2.00 pm
6.30 pm
8.00 am
10.45 am
6.00 pm
10.45 am
4.00 pm
11.30 pm
10.00 am
10.45 am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Family Communion (CW) with Christingle
Sung Eucharist (CW)
Carols with the Mayor
Special –British Heart Foundation Carols
Holy Communion (BCP)
Sung Eucharist (CW)
Special –Lessons and Carols
Sung Eucharist (CW)
Special –Crib Service
Holy Communion (CW)
Family Service (CW) followed by short HC
Holy Communion (CW) Group Service

Shiptonthorpe
2nd December
9th
16th
20th
23rd
24th
30th

10.45 am
10.45 am
4.00 pm
7.00 pm
4.00 pm
11.00 pm
9.00 am

Family Communion (CW)
Morning Prayer (BCP)
Special –Christingle
Special-Carols around the tower
Special –Carols and Nativity
Holy Communion (BCP)
Morning Prayer (BCP)
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PARISH REGISTERS
We have welcomed into the Christian Family through Baptism:
28th October

Joshua James David Fennell

Pocklington

Lewis Harry Scott Fennell
Lillie-Rose Chloe Fennell
Niall-James Stewart Fennell
Charlotte -Grace Sheila Fennell
4th November

Aiden Lee Phoenix

Nunburnholme

We have united in Marriage through the love of God

We have commended to God’s sure keeping with thanksgiving:
1st November

Peter Robinson

Huggate

2nd November

Alan Cooper

Octon

2nd November

(Fred) William Fredrick Carman

Pocklington

9th November

Malcolm Fairbairn

York

20th November

Noel Walter Wright

Huggate

22nd November

Christopher Munby

Huggate
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PASTORAL SERVICES
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
To enquire about arrangements for these services
Please call at the Parish Office in the Church or phone 01759 306045
Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 12 noon
(Outside these hours by appointment)

Scale of fees and charges for 2018
Baptisms
There is no fee for a service of Baptism
Certificate of Baptism, if required.

£14.00

Weddings
Publication of Banns.
Certificate of Banns, if required.
Marriage Service.
Certificate of Marriage at registration.
Verger
Organist
Bells
Heating

£29.00
£14.00
£441.00
£4.00
£32.00
£80.00
£120.00
£55.00

Please note that an additional charge will be made if extra facilities are required.
We regret that it is not always possible to come back into the Church for additional
photographs after the service.

Funerals
Funeral service in Church, Cemetery or Crematorium
Verger
Organist
Heating
15

£190.00
£32.00
£80.00
£55.00

A Prayer for the life of our Parishes and Churches
O God ,make the door of this church wide enough to receive all who need human love and
fellowship; narrow enough to shut out envy ,pride and strife. Make its threshold smooth
enough to be no stumbling block for children, nor to straying feet, but rugged and strong to
turn back the tempter’s power. God make the doorway of this house the entrance to your
eternal kingdom. Amen

Parish Church of All Saints, Pocklington
Church office 01759 306045
Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 12 noon
Office @allsaintspock.plus.com

Electoral Roll Officer

Doreen Pea

305552

Flower Team Contact

Ann Theakston

302731

Little Saints Leader

vacancy

Magazine Editor

David Brown

305521

Rowena Protheroe

304984

Mothers Union Secretary

Josie Penter

303062

Organist and Choirmaster

Michael Cooper

305929

Magazine Distribution

Parish Administrators

Sue Currier and Carole Laws

306045

Pastoral Coordinator

Bronnie Broadhurst

307479

PCC Secretary

Sue Currier

0740 1133219

Planned Giving /Gift Aid

Sue Currier

0740 1133219

Treasurer

David Brown

305521

Ian Ryder

318640

Verger

For all Church and Meeting Room bookings please contact the Church Office
For more information about the Church, please visit our websites
www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org
www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk
www. pockflyingman.org.uk
www.pockflowerfestival.org.uk
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